Example personal statements

Takealookatourexample personal statements belowtogive youanideaofthe structure
and type of content that makes a good personal statement. Please note the examples
provided are purely for guidance only and should not be copied, adapted or referenced in
any way.

Business Management:

I have always been fascinated by business and the impact it has on the world we live in. Togaina
better understanding of business, | organised work experience with three different businesses:
[example one], [example two] and [example three]. At the [example one], | was given an opportunity
toanalyse avariety ofbusinessideasandjudge whethertheywere worthinvestingin. The [example
two]wasthe mostinteresting forme as|was exposed to the world of buying and selling; equities as
wellas avariety of other commodities. The firm was interested in investing in container shipsand |
was amazed at how volatile the prices were. | also gained some work experience with [example three].
Ifoundthislargefirmintriguing, asitspecialisesinmanyareasfromrealestatetomultimillion pound
investments in equities.

My favourite subject at school is Economics. | enjoy microeconomics and the insights this provides as
to how businesses are run. For example, | now understand the difference between fixed and variable
costs and how this impacts on business decisions. The course introduced me to many basic business
terms, opening my eyestoawhole newlanguagethat!look forwardtolearning more about. Two of
my favourite business books are Alan Sugar's autobiography and Naomi Klein's No is Not Enough.
Sugar's book provides a fascinating insight into the life of an entrepreneur and | particularly enjoyed
his advice on howto set up and successfully manage businesses. Klein's book focuses onthe link
betweenpoliticsand business seenthroughthelifeof Donald Trumpand Iwas particularly taken by
her argument that he is using his presidency to enhance his brand image. | enjoyed a debate on
whether the government should have bailed out the banks. | learnt the importance of the banking
sector to the economy and the need to ensure that banks are well regulated | am undertaking an EPQ
on South AfricaandtherolethatMandelaplayedintheabolition of apartheid. My EPQ hasrequired
significant dedication and independent learning as well as perseverance. My EPQ research
demonstrated my ability to think critically, analyse research recourses and develop lines of argument,
articulatingtheseinaclearwrittenstructure. ltook advantage of atripto South Africa by initiatingan
interviewwithanex-political prisoneronRobbenlslandwhichformsanintegral partofmyresearch
as | often use direct quotes from him to emphasise certain ideas.

Sincetheage ofelevenlhave played sporttoahighlevelrepresenting my county atbothtennisand
cricket. Therefore, |lknowwhatittakes to achieve and sustain highlevels of success. Cricket has taught
me how to work in a team, which is important for group projects at University and for business. |
completed a Sports Leadership and a Speaking with Confidence course, both of which enhanced my
natural ability to work well in teams. | volunteered to speak at our school's Open Day and felt that |
was fluent andarticulate.



| am interested in studying a business-related degree because | believe that business should be run
for the benefit of all in society. One of the biggest issues facing business and politics today is the
increasing divide between rich and poor. According to Oxfam, the wealth of the richest 8 people in
the worldisthe same asthe poorest50%. This needstochange. Irecently entered an Economics essay
competition in which | argued for greater fairness in income distribution as | strongly feel that the
worldneedstobeafairerplace. Therefore, Iwouldloveto study onthis course notonly tofurther my
own career but also to bring values fairness and equality to the world of business.

Law:

I have alove for words. Words are used in law in away thatisincomparable to any other discipline;
theinterpretationofwordsinacourtroomcancondemnsomeonetoprisonorsetthemfree. Thevital
importance attached to words has nurtured my interest in the law and is one of the reasons | look
forward to studyingit.

After reading Wacks' 'Law: A Very Short Introduction' and 'What About Law?' by Barnard, O'Sullivan
and Virgo, | was fascinated by the development of the Anglo-Welsh legal system, and began to see it
as perhaps our most undervalued export throughout history. My interest in the technicalities of some
ofthe casesrelated in"What About Law', notably the debate over the value of nine inches of swimming
pooldepthin Ruxleyv. Forsyth, led metoread'ls Eating People Wrong?' by Hutchinson. Amongst
other cases, the bookintroduced metothe eponymous case of Rv. Dudley and Stephens. This exhibits
howthe Queen's Bench Division was mindful of the potential consequences of establishing a necessity
defence formurder, demonstrating the powerthatone court's decision hasto affectthe entire legal
field. Whilst recognising the view as symptomatic of its era, | disagreed with Lord Coleridge's
thundering proclamationthatitmay sometimes be aman's dutytodie: hisargumentis undermined
by holding the 'reasonable man' ubiquitous in law to unreasonable moral standards.

The online course 'Law for Non-Lawyers' by Monash University gave me a broad insight into criminal,
contract, tortand intellectual property law. My interestin the criminal law drove me to complete the
online course 'Crime, Justice and Society' by Sheffield University, giving me a holistic overview of
criminal justice proceedings, including the disproportionate effects of imprisonment on women, and
suggesting some alternatives to traditional sanctions. A week of work experience in the pensions
department of [company 1] allowed me to understand a specialised area of the law and apply it to
real-worldsituations, askillfurtherdevelopedbyaweekat[company 2]in-houselegaldepartmentin
relation to the commercial law, notably how mergers and acquisitions law underpins free market
competition. The additional experience of drafting a settlement agreement reinforced the imperative
that the words | typed had to be clear and final. The most valuable lesson, however, came when | was
handed a contract of several hundred pages and asked to look for one critical detail, which taught me
the importance of meticulousness. | recently visited the Supreme Court to withess [A] v [B], avery
technical Scottish case. Watching the justices decoding the details of the case using comparisons to
garden fences and exploding factories reassured me that even at the highest level, the law must
remain accessible.

Within school, I have regularly attended law society, improving my debating skills when discussing an
area ofthe law. One ofthe liveliest debates | took part in concerned the judicial retention elections
which take place in some American states. | am also scheduled to take part in the Bar Mock Trial



Competition as a defence barrister, and, in the course of assembling my case, | have learned about
thesubtletyinvolvedin courtproceedings, suchasthe abilityto portray adefendantinacertainway
using the examination-in-chief.

Serving as a House Captainin Year 13 has forced me to stay organised and work to a strict time limit,
for example when organising events. Through the composition of speeches, my writing has become

clearerandmore persuasive. Playing 1stand 2nd XV rugbyformyschoolalsoallowed metowork

for and lead a team under heavy pressure.

Personally, caring for my sister, who has beenill for several months, has forced me to sacrifice time
with my friends and has maintained my focus in life on the areas which | consider to be truly
important. Studying the law, | hope, will be one.

Comparative Literature

Studying EnglishatALevelhasallowed meto ‘gently dip, butnottoodeep’intoliterature. llook forwardto
immersingmyselffullyatdegreelevel. lamacreative, conscientious studentandlhave awhole-hearted
commitmenttobroadening my understandingof our literary heritage. lamnever happierthanwhenlfeell
have acquired a highlevel of insightinto the unique and multi-faceted style inwhich a particular work of
literature is written. At university, lwantto develop my critical skills by engaging with the views of other
readers, aswellas striving forthe mostimpressive expression of my owninterpretations. lalsohave an
ulterior motive for this quest, since I hope to refine my own skills of expression in order to achieve my
ambition of becoming a journalist.

AtALevel, I have particularly enjoyedtexts by Forster, Ishiguro and Gunesekara andin myindependent
reading, the novels of Austenand Woolf. WhatIfindintriguingistheway anindividual creative artistexploitsa
literary formand thereby extends or evenre-defines its possibilities. Ihopeto explore the origins of genres
andthewayeachevolvesinrelationtoculturalchange. lhave found Chauceroffersfascinatinginsightsinto
earliertimes and customs, making me more curious aboutthe origins and development of poetic forms.
Having independently attended historical lectures, seminars and poetry readings, for example atthe T.S Eliot
Awards, | have developed my interest in poets such as Plath.

Furthermore, my experience of live theatre as a student of English Literature and Drama and Theatre Studies
has provided me with a practical understanding of performance contexts and dramatic texts. Involvement in
thedramaticartsbothinside and outside of schoolhas developed my communication andresearch skills. |
look forwardtorefining these skills and to extending my experience oftexts in performance. Theatreisan
importantinfluence in my life as aperformer, practitionerand spectator. I regularly see allthe productions |
can locally and in London. | am interested in the ways different directors and performance contexts contribute
tomeaning,aswas made evidentby comparing performances of‘Macbeth’at Trafalgar StudiosandatThe
Globe. lenjoy experiencing how plays can be excitingand ground-breaking, suchas Punchdrunk’s ‘The
Drowned Man’.

As astudent of Classical Civilisation, | have become increasingly aware ofthe influence of Greek and Roman
writers on English Literature. | look forward to expanding my understanding of these links. | have seen how
Greek Tragedies and Aristotelian theories of drama are still relevant, through studying such tragedies as
‘Trojan Women’ and ‘Medea’, while I was surprised to experience the comic force of ‘Socrates and His Clouds’
basedon Aristophanes atthe Jermyn Street Theatre, performed with complete conviction and extreme
energy. As a student of AS Dance, | appreciated the input of choreography and movement, which would have
been afeature of performance in the original production conditions.



ALevel Religious Studies has enhanced my understanding of the ways philosophy and religion can and do
influence literary and social contexts and has given me opportunities to engage with the original texts of
scholars whose prose styles have been literary models in their own right, such as those of John Stuart Milland
Aquinas.

I look forwardto the opportunity to develop my interestin awide variety of creative and intellectual pursuits. |
have appreciatedthe challenges of beingamember ofthe StudentLeadership Team, and have enjoyed
working aslibrary volunteer, encouraging childrentoread and refine theirliteracy skills andintroducing a
Creative Writing Clubfor students of allages. Having seen my poems in printand worked this year onthe
Newsquest Project, | am keen to produce more articles and creative pieces at university.

Pharmacy

After making aspirin in a Chemistry lesson, | became fascinated by drug synthesis and decided to
consider acareerin Pharmacy. Researching the undergraduate courses available, Ifound a new
interest in cells and how our knowledge of the body can be applied to producing medicines.

Togaina deeperunderstanding ofthehumanbody, Iread'HowWeLiveandWhyWe Die'byLewis
Wolpert. Thisbookdelved intothe microscopic world of cells and howthey affect our lives, from
getting ill to ageing. This gave me a huge insight into why various processes in the body happen, for
example ageing and respiration, and how our very own cells contribute to our wellbeing and,
inevitably, our demise.

Tounderstand more aboutthe pharmaceuticalindustry, Iread Ben Goldacre's 'Bad Science'; |
discovered how some anti-ageing creams work using specific active ingredients such as Vegetal, but
alsohowunethical companies candeceive consumers by, forexample, notdeclaringthe exact
concentrations of active ingredients. This opened my eyestothe way companies canmislead
consumers and benefitfromtheirown malpractice. Working ataretail pharmacy, | learned howto
endorse prescriptions, compile medication trays for patients and make up oral suspensions. | gained
an appreciation of the work of a pharmacist behind the counter and learned about some ofthe
medicinesprescribed, suchas Amlodipine, acalcium-channelblocker, usedtotreat anginaand
hypertension. | also improved my communication skills by dealing with patients daily.

LastJuly, | participatedinthe CEPMaBC Polymath competitionat**** and was proud thatmyteam
came second. Thisexperience helped metodevelopteam-workingskills; showleadership; work
wellunderpressure andtoadaptto newenvironments. Italsohelped methink outside the box and
apply my knowledge across all sciences to solve challenging questions. By reading ‘New Scientist'
regularly, lamdeveloping my pharmaceutical vocabulary and enhancing my understanding of
treatment concepts. In an article concerning the clues to aspirin's anti-cancer effects, | was
astonishedtodiscover howthisversatile drug canbe usedtotreat somany differentconditions. |
already knewthataspirinis ananalgesic and anti-inflammatory used for painrelief, butthe recent
discoverythatitcould be usedtotreat cancer could mean that better cancer treatments will be
available. The Royal Society Summer Science Exhibition in July was also inspirational and an exhibit
about insect birth control particularly interested me. It demonstrated that, as male mosquitoes carry



denguefever, scientistscould, by changingtheirgenestomakethem sterile, significantlyreduce
the number of mosquitos and thereby the number of people contracting the disease. | reasoned that
the same principle could be applied to otherinsect-transmitted diseases, like malaria, to save
more lives in developing countries. Through the varioustalks | have attended, | have gained a better
understandingofresearch projectsbeingconductedand howsimplethingslike bubbleshavethe
potential to be used to treat people suffering from cancer.

Ishare myinterestinscience atschoolas Chairman ofthe Science Committee throughwhich
helped organise and run a science fair. We started a homework club, too. Thisinvolved organisation
and collaboration with other committees, teachers and students. We also taught younger students
and helped to prepare them for a chemistry competition. | became Captain of the Economics class
**xxxx after an audition.

By undertaking a Pharmacy course, | hopetodevelop my knowledge of medicines and their
manufacture;learnhowdrugs are metabolised withinthe body; gainabetterinsightintothelegal
processesinvolved inmarketing new products and ultimately become a pharmacist myself.



